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A NOTE FROM THE AUTHOR 
	 	
I have discovered the Biblical feasts as a great way to celebrate God’s goodness. 
Each one tells the story of God’s redemption and they all point to Jesus. This discovery 
has been a personal journey—part of walking out my salvation.  
 
God told His people to cycle through the feasts each year. Each year they would get 
a complete teaching of God's redemption story by celebrating His holidays. 
Passover celebrates Jesus’ death for our sins. The Feast of First Fruits celebrates His 
Resurrection. The Holy Spirit was sent on Pentecost. The Feast of Trumpets or Rosh 
points to the return of Jesus, while Yom Kippur is about atonement and judgment 
day. The last feast is Tabernacles and it foreshadows Christ's millennial reign when 
He will dwell among His people once again.   
 
Celebrating these feasts is an awesome way to remember God’s goodness to His 
people and what He did for us!! So, I now am a Christian celebrator of the Biblical 
feasts. 
 
The feast of Passover was always meant to point to Jesus. He is called our Passover 
lamb (1 Corinthians 5:7, NIV). I’ve learned the symbolism of the feast and how it is 
talked about in the New Testament. The Jews were to remember what God did for 
them in Egypt but also look forward to another Passover lamb, Jesus the Messiah. It 
was intended to teach them about Jesus. In fact, Jesus and the apostles celebrated 
a Passover Seder in what is now known as the last supper.  
 
My family and I have been celebrating Passover ever since. I hope that as you 
celebrate this feast you see a clear picture of Our Messiah and what He did for His 
people then and what He does for His people now. I hope your Seder is as 
meaningful and fun for you as it is for our family. 
 

Blessings as you follow Him, 
 Anna Marie Dandy 
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ABOUT A SEDER 
 
This booklet is called a “haggadah.”  The word haggadah means telling. It is a 
liturgy that helps you celebrate the feast of Passover with your family by telling the 
story of the Passover. Haggadah’s are used almost like a script to help everyone 
remember the important details of the story of God's deliverance of His people. As 
you read this haggadah you will learn the original Passover story taken from the 
book of Exodus as well as the fulfillment of this story in Jesus, Our Lord. 
 
Deut. 11:18-21 says "Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as 
symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. Teach them to your 
children, talking about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the 
road, when you lie down and when you get up. Write them on the doorframes of 
your houses and on your gates, so that your days and the days of your children 
may be many in the land that the LORD swore to give your forefathers, as many as 
the days that the heavens are above the earth" (NIV). 
 
The Jewish people take this command very seriously so when celebrating many 
holidays, it is customary to engage children in fun interesting ways that help them 
remember the purpose behind the feast and so they learn what God has done for 
His people. This Passover Celebration attempts to do just that with games, songs, 
and crafts. Hopefully it will be a joyful experience for all, where everyone draws 
closer to the Lord. If you are at a point in your life where you do not have children, 
feel free to skip those activities and just continue with the readings. 
 
A Passover Seder should be enjoyed leisurely. It normally takes my family about 2 
hours to complete a Seder which includes the eating of the meal, dessert, and all 
the readings and activities. It will be shorter or longer based on how quickly 
people read, what activities are done or not done, and how quickly people eat. 
 
The Passover Seder traditionally includes many Hebrew prayers and ancient songs. 
They are beautiful and compelling, but most people today do not speak Hebrew 
and would get little from prayers being poorly pronounced in a language they do 
not understand. Since this haggadah is geared mainly to Christian families who 
wish to celebrate this Biblical feast, the   prayers are translated and modified to 
better suit this setting. 
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ITEMS NEEDED FOR A SEDER 
 
Items needed for a Seder: 
 

� 1 Haggadah for every person attending your Seder 
� A small piece of bread hidden in the house for children to find 
� A candle and some matches 
� A large basin with water in it 
� A towel 

o more than 1 basin or towel can be used for larger groups 
� A small pillow at each place setting to sit on (optional, but fun if you can) 
� A Seder plate (either one especially made for Passover or any large plate) 

o more than one plate should be used for a large group 
o each person should be able to access the plate 

� An extra fancy goblet or wine glass 
� A lamb shank bone 
� Fresh parsley 
� Horseradish (you can substitute romaine lettuce or endive) 
� A roasted egg 
� Little bowls with very salty water in them 
� Kharoset (see Appendix B for recipe) 
� Matzah 
� A white cloth or napkin 
� Tambourines or noise makers (optional) 

o can be made by children with 2 paper plates and dried beans, and 
decorated with crayons or you can buy noise makers from the party store 

� Some kind of reward for the child who finds the afikomen 
o a few dollars is normally given 

� Food for holiday meal 
� Wine or grape juice 
� Some kind of frog activity (optional) 

o I often draw a picture of pharaoh on a poster board and let the kids sling 
rubber frogs at him which I order online or find at a party store 

 
**See Appendix D to set up your Seder plate 
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GOOD THINGS TO KNOW BEFORE THE SEDER BEGINS 
 
This Haggadah uses a basic Seder plate. Some Jewish Seders include a piece of 
lettuce or a beet as part of the Seder plate. The Bible says we are to remember the 
feast with the lamb and the unleavened bread (Num. 9:11). The other items are 
traditionally added to the Seder plate. They do have symbolic meanings but are not 
found in scripture, so I have decided to stick to the basic items listed on Appendix D. 
 
There are many traditional Jewish foods that are served at a Passover Seder. If you are 
interested in cooking a traditional meal, look up some recipes on the web. There are 
many great ideas for you to plan a meal with. Our family normally makes a typical 
holiday meal but may add some spring vegetables and some traditional foods as well. 
We normally have Matzah ball soup, turkey, green beans, some other vegetables, 
hard boiled eggs, wine and sparkling cider for the kids, a dessert, and lots and lots of 
Matzah. Don't feel like you must follow a special menu. Let it be a dinner everyone 
loves and looks forward to enjoying with the family. 
 
At your Passover table there should be an extra place setting for Elijah who is 
traditionally looked for to join the Passover meal. This comes from the scripture that 
says in Mal. 4:5 "See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful 
day of the LORD comes. He will tum the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the 
hearts of the children to their fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a 
curse." (NIV) Jews have always looked forward to Elijah coming back in some way 
before the appearance of the Messiah. 
 
In Matt 11:11 it says "I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not 
risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of 
heaven is greater than he. From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of 
heaven has been forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it. For all the 
Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. And if you are willing to accept it, he is 
the Elijah who was to come.  He who has ears let him hear."(NIV) We see that "Elijah" 
did come in John the Baptist. Not in some new age reincarnation, but he was the one 
to come in the spirit and power of Elijah. 
 
**Before your Seder begins, hide the small pieces of bread around the house.  Also, 
have the host open in prayer if desired. 
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**Go around the table and let anyone who can read, take a turn.  There will be plenty 
of games and songs to keep most children happily occupied throughout.  
 
Begin with the Reading of the haggadah on the next page labeled “The Seder 
Begins.”  Go around the table and take turns being the reader with each new section 
labeled “reader.”  There will be times when the group reads together.  These are 
marked “all read.” 
 
Within the haggadah, you will see some items in parentheses.  These do not need to 
be read.  They are either Bible references or an action you should perform.  You will 
also see bold and enlarged font on some words.  This separates different portions of 
the Seder.  These also should not be read out loud. 
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THE SEDER BEGINS 
 
Reader: During the days before Passover, all items containing yeast are traditionally 
removed from the home.  Yeast, in the Bible, is a symbol of sin. 1 Corinthians 5:6-8 says 
"Don't you know that a little yeast works through the whole batch of dough? Get rid of 
the old yeast that you may be a new batch without yeast- as you really are. For Christ, 
our Passover lamb has been sacrificed. Therefore, let us keep the Festival, not with the 
old yeast, the yeast of malice and wickedness, but with bread without yeast, of 
sincerity and truth." 
 
Reader: As we get rid of the yeast, we are symbolically getting rid of the sin in our lives.  
Some sin is more obvious while others may be more hidden. God wants us all to search 
out any sin in our lives and remove it through the act of repentance. The children will 
now go on a "sin" search to make sure all the sin is gotten rid of. While the children are 
doing that, let us search our hearts, asking God to reveal any area where repentance 
is needed. 
 
(Instruct children to go find the pre-hidden bread) 
 
Reader: Now we must get rid of all the yeast filled bread which represents our sin.  We 
want to get rid of the sin, so nothing stands in the way of our relationship with God. 
 
(Get rid of the sin by throwing it outside to the wind) 
 
Reader: The word haggadah means telling. We use the haggadah to help us tell the 
story of Passover. This story has been told for thousands of years. As we read through 
the haggadah we will learn and celebrate our liberation from sin and celebrate our 
freedom Jesus gained for us as the Lamb of God. 
 
Reader: Upon the table is the Seder plate holding all the ceremonial items for 
Passover. There are bitter herbs, a roasted egg, a sweet apple mixture, parsley, and a 
bone. We will learn the significance of each one as we continue with the "telling." 
 
Reader: One of Jesus' last earthly acts was a celebration of the Passover meal. What 
we know as "The Last Supper" was really a Passover Seder. Jesus said in Luke 22:15-16, "I 
have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. For I tell you, I will not 
eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” (NIV) He passed the foods 
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among them and through the symbols of the Seder, He showed them God's 
redemptive plan. He used the items from the Seder to explain how they pointed to Him 
all along. 
 
Reader: Through the story of Passover and the Passover lamb, Jesus could best 
communicate the course He would be taking and explain it to His confused disciples. 
He would be fulfilling what God had been trying to show His people all along through 
His feast of Passover. It revealed His great plan of redemption with the sacrificial lamb 
as the center.  His blood upon the doorposts is now what covers the doorposts of our 
hearts. Here, as we participate together in the Passover Seder, may we experience 
once again the great redemption of God. May we understand its meaning and its 
ultimate fulfillment in Jesus. 
 
 

WE LIGHT THE CANDLES 
 
Reader: Candles have been a part of Holiday celebrations for hundreds of years and 
more. Passover is no exception. The lighting of the candles helps us begin our Passover 
celebration. In the Passover celebration, a woman traditionally is the one who lights 
the candle so we will have a woman light them now. 
 
Woman Reader (as she is lighting the candles): “Blessed are You, 0 Lord our God, ruler 
of the universe, who has set us apart by His word and in whose name, we light the 
festival light. The LORD is my light and my salvation - whom shall I fear?” (Ps 27:1 NIV). 
Jesus is the Light of the world and we invite His presence here for our Seder. 
 
 

THE FOUR CUPS OF WINE 
 
(Pour the first glass of wine; The Cup of Sanctification) 
 
Reader: As the Lord spoke these next words of encouragement to Moses, He revealed 
to His servant the plan by which He would redeem the children of Israel and ultimately 
the world. 
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All Read: "I will bring you out of Egypt from under the yoke of the Egyptians... I will free 
you from being slaves…I will redeem you with outstretched arms…I will take you as my 
own people…and I will be your God…” (Ex 6:6-7). 
 
Reader: Egypt represents to us the world's system. Just like the Hebrews were enslaved 
in Egypt, we can be enslaved to the world's system by being slaves to sin. God 
dramatically rescued His people from Egypt and God has promised to rescue and 
redeem us and to take us as His own. We remember His power to do this through the 
Passover story and ultimately through its fulfillment in Jesus. 
 
Reader: Rom. 6:17 -18 says “But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves 
to sin, you have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now 
claimed your allegiance. You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to 
righteousness.” We have been redeemed and sanctified through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Reader: At Passover, we celebrate the promise of redemption by drinking 
from our cup four times. With each cup we are to learn or remember 
something about our Lord. Let us seek to find new understanding of Him with each cup 
we drink 
 
Reader: Let us lift our first cup together and bless the name of the Lord 
 
(Do not drink yet) 
 
Reader: As Jesus began His final Seder, He shared a cup with His disciples and said to 
them, "Take this and divide it among you…” He had eagerly desired to share this final 
Passover celebration with them prior to its fulfillment through Him. 
 
All Read: Blessed are You, O Lord, our God, Ruler of the Universe, who creates the fruit 
of the vine. Thank you for this first cup of our Seder meal. 
 
(Everyone drinks the first cup of wine) 
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WE WASH OUR HANDS 
 
(There should already be a large basin with water in it prepared.  Grab it along with 
the towel) 
 
All Read: "Who may ascend the hill of the LORD? Who may stand in his holy place? He 
who has clean hands and a pure heart... " (Ps 24:3-4 NIV) 
 
Reader: (lifting the basin) We wash our hands to symbolize being washed from sin.  Let 
us now pass the bowl to one another and share in the hand washing ceremony. 
 
(Pass the basin and towel around the table and wash hands) 
 
 

PARSLEY 
 
Reader: (lifting the parsley) Passover is a holiday that comes in the springtime when 
everything becomes green again and springs back to life. This parsley represents the 
new life we have in Him. 
 
Reader: (lifting the salt water) But life in Egypt for the children of Israel was a life of 
suffering and tears represented by the salt water. It helps us remember that in this life 
there may be tears at times. Jesus even reminded us of this when He said "I have told 
you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have 
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world."(John 16:33 NIV) When we dip the 
parsley into the salt water, we acknowledge that our good life is sometimes flavored 
with tears. 
 
All Read: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, who creates the fruit of the earth. Thank 
you, Lord, for this parsley. Let us now eat of it together. 
 
(Everyone takes a small piece of parsley, dips it into the salt water, and eats it) 
 
 
 
 
 



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

11	

THE FOUR QUESTIONS 
 
Reader: The celebration of Passover was passed down from generation to generation 
for thousands of years. Parents taught their children God's redemption story. This was 
done in the form of a young child reading questions and an adult would answer the 
questions.  
 
The Youngest Child Able to Read (if no child is present, have the next reader read): 
(Rising to ask the questions) How different this night is from all other nights. On all other 
nights we eat bread. On this night why do we eat unleavened bread? On other nights 
we eat vegetables. Why on this night do we also eat bitter herbs? On other nights we 
do not dip our vegetables even once. On this night why do we dip them twice? On 
other nights we just sit to eat.  On this night why do we recline at the table? 
 

 
WE ANSWER THE QUESTIONS 

 
WHY DO WE EAT UNLEAVENED BREAD? 
 
Reader: We will take the next few moments to answer the four questions.  The         
Matzah or unleavened bread- On all other nights we eat bread that is made with 
yeast, but on Passover we eat only Matzah. One reason is that as the children of Israel 
fled from Egypt, they did not have time for their dough rise. They had to quickly leave 
and take their unleavened bread with them. 
 
Reader: Another reason is that in scripture, yeast or leaven represents sin. The Israelites 
were being led out of their bondage to sin. 
 
All Read: "Don't you know that a little yeast works through the whole batch of dough? 
Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without yeast - as you really are. 
For Christ, our Passover lamb has been sacrificed. Therefore, let us keep the Festival, 
not with the old yeast, the yeast of malice and wickedness, but with bread without 
yeast, the bread of sincerity and truth" (1Cor 5:6-8 NIV). 
 
Reader: During this season of Passover, let us remember how Jesus came and broke 
off all our old habits of sin and allowed us to begin a new life as a new creation. 
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Reader: (Lifting the plate that contains the 3 Matzah) As a part of the Passover Seder 
tradition, people have always wondered why three pieces of Matzah are wrapped 
together. The Jewish religious leaders have called these a "unity". Most have thought it 
was a unity of the patriarchs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. We see it as the unity of the 
trinity, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. In the Matzah we see a picture of the 
Messiah. (Holding a piece of Matzah) See how it is striped. 
 
All Read: " But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; 
The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed.” (Isa 
53:5 NKJ) 
 
Same Reader from above: See how the Matzah is pierced? 
 
All Read: "And I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a 
spirit of grace and supplication. They will look on me, the one they have pierced, and 
they will mourn for him as one mourns for an only child and grieve bitterly for him as 
one grieves for a firstborn son." (Zech. 12:10 NIV) 
 
Same Reader as above: (Removing the middle Matzah) I remove the middle 
Matzah, which represents the Son. Just as this piece of Matzah is broken (break 
Matzah in half), Jesus too was broken. One half is now called the “afikomen" 
meaning the "coming one". Originally when people saw the afikomen, they were 
looking forward to the Messiah coming the first time. We look can look back at His 
work on the cross but forward as well, because he will once again be the coming 
one as we await His second coming. 
 
The afikomen is wrapped in a white cloth just as Jesus' body was wrapped for burial. 
(Wrap the afikomen in the white cloth.) Children, please cover your eyes while the 
afikomen is hidden. (Someone goes and hides the afikomen for later. Continue 
reading after they have returned.) Just as the afikomen was hidden, so Jesus was 
placed in a tomb, hidden for a time. 
 
The afikomen, or coming one, will return to complete our Passover meal, just like Jesus 
rose from the grave and appeared to His disciples. He also will come once more in 
triumph to claim His kingdom and His bride. (Break a piece of Matzah from the other 
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half that was not hidden. Divide it among those at the table.) Let us now share in a 
piece of the unleavened bread of Passover. (Don't eat it yet though) 
 
All Read: Blessed are You, 0 Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, who brings forth bread 
from the earth. We thank You Lord for this bread that represents your body that was 
broken on our behalf. 
 
(Everyone now eats the piece of Matzah) 
 
 

WHY DO WE EAT THE BITTER HERBS? 
 
Reader: On all other nights we eat all kinds of vegetables, but on Passover we eat 
bitter herbs. Our lives may be good today but let us take the time to remember how 
bitter life was for the children of Israel in the land of Egypt. (Lifting the horse radish) 
While slaves in Egypt, God continued to bless His people which made the Egyptians 
fear and resent them even more. Pharaoh made their lives bitter by enslaving them 
and working them ruthlessly. He forced them to make bricks with mud and straw. As 
we scoop the bitter herbs onto a piece of Matzah, let the bitter taste help us to shed 
tears of compassion remembering the bitterness of their bondage in slavery. 
 
All Read: (Everyone breaks off a little piece of Matzah and puts some horseradish on it. 
Then, holding up the piece of Matzah with bitter herbs on it, read together) Blessed are 
You, 0 Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, who has set us apart by His Word and 
commanded us to eat the bitter herbs. Thank You for the horseradish and what it 
means as a symbol in our Seder.  
 
(Everyone eats the bitter herbs together) 
 
 

WHY DO WE DIP TWICE? 
 
Reader: On all other nights we do not dip our vegetables even once, but tonight we 
dip them twice. We have already dipped the parsley in the salt water. Now we will 
learn about the second dip. (Lifting the Kharoset- the brown apple mixture.) The 
Israelites toiled making their bricks from straw and mud for the cities of Egypt. We 
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remember this task in a mixture called "kharoset" made from chopped apples, honey, 
nuts, and wine. Let us once again scoop some bitter herbs on some Matzah, but this 
time, before we eat, let us also dip it into the sweet Kharoset.  
 
(Dip Matzah into horseradish and kharoset.) 
 
All Read: (Lifting the Matzah with kharoset and horseradish on it) We dip the Matzah 
into bitter herbs and into the Kharoset to remind ourselves that even the most bitter of 
circumstances can be sweetened by the hope we have in God through Messiah 
Jesus. We remember the bitterness of slavery of the Hebrews that was sweetened by 
God rescuing them. We remember the bitterness Christ had to endure for the sake of 
our sweet freedom.  
 
(Eat the Matzah with the horseradish and Kharoset)  
 
 

WHY DO WE RECLINE? 
 
Reader: Traditionally Passover Seders were eaten lying down, reclining at a table to 
eat. The pillows at the table help us remember that tradition. They reclined because 
before leaving Egypt they were slaves. They would not have had the luxury of ever 
reclining while they eat. That would have only been for the rich and the free. But God 
changed all of that when He freed them from their bondage. So, now we enjoy our 
meal as those set free in Jesus rich in all that He has provided. 
 
Reader: John 8:34-36 says "I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. Now a 
slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. So if the 
Son sets you free, you will be free indeed." 
 
All Read: Once we were slaves but now, we are free. When we give our lives over to 
Jesus, He frees us from bondage and takes us as His own. 
 
Reader: The children of Israel were instructed to eat the Passover quickly with their loins 
girded, their staff in their hand, and their sandals on their feet. They needed to be 
ready for a quick departure from Egypt. Tonight though, we "recline" so that we can 
enjoy our Passover Seder as those who have been freed by the grace of God. We no 
longer have the worries of the enslaved. 
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All Read: Jesus said, "Come unto me, all who are weary and burdened, and I will give 
you rest." Tonight, we rest in the knowledge of all Christ has done so we can recline at 
our tables as those who have been freed from slavery and are now rich in Christ. 
 
 

THE STORY OF PASSOVER 
 
Reader: The story of Passover is a story of miracles, a story of redemption, and a story 
of the mighty power of God that overcomes evil. 
 
Reader: The Lord promised the land of Israel to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob yet 
because of a famine some 400 years earlier, they found themselves in 
Egypt eventually forced to become slaves. The pharaoh who had come to power 
feared them. He did not remember the good things they had done for Egypt so long 
before. He saw how these foreigners were prospering and growing numerous. Pharaoh 
was afraid they would join his enemies against him. He decided to gain more control 
over the Israelites by imposing bitter slavery upon them. Still, God blessed His people. 
 
Reader: Pharaoh grew more and more frightened.  He decided to order that 
every baby boy born to an Israelite to be drowned in the Nile River. One Israelite family 
hid their little boy for three months. They waited as long as they dared and then 
entrusted their baby to God. His mother placed him in a basket and set it adrift of the 
river. Pharaoh's own daughter found the basket with the baby inside and had pity on 
him. She decided to take him as her own and called his name Moses which means 
drawn out of water. 
 
Reader: Moses grew and became aware of the difficulties of his people. One day he 
saw an Egyptian abusing an Israelite slave. In a rage, Moses killed the Egyptian but 
then had to run for his life in fear of the consequences from Pharaoh. Moses fled to the 
land of Midian far from the cry of his brothers and the wrath of Pharaoh. There he 
became a shepherd and settled into a new way of life. 
 
Reader: The Lord however did not forget about the affliction of His people. He heard 
their cries and groaning and decided to raise up a deliver. This foreshadows the 
deliverance of the Messiah that would come. God appointed Moses to be the 
deliverer of that time, so He appeared to him in a burning bush. Moses went close to 



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

16	

the bush and listened as God told Him of His plan. Though fearful and reluctant, Moses 
eventually went to Pharaoh to give him God's message of "Let my people go!" 
 
(Everyone sings this song together and does the hand motions.  The song is to the tune 
“Here we go ‘round the Mulberry Bush”) 
 
(Act like kneading clay with hands) 
This is the way we mixed the clay; we mixed the clay; we mixed the clay. We mixed 
the clay and worked all day when we were slaves in Egypt. 
 
(Act like you are crying) 
This is the way we groaned and sighed, groaned and sighed, we groaned and sighed. 
This is the way we moaned and cried when we were slaves in Egypt. 
 
(Fold hands like you are praying) 
This is the way that Moses came, Moses came, that Moses came. He spoke to us in 
God's own name when we were slaves in Egypt. 
 
(Cover eyes like you are in horror of the plagues) 
This is the way so just and sad, just and sad, so just and sad that Yahweh punished 
pharaoh bad when we were slaves in Egypt. 
 
(Clapping to the beat) 
This is the way we left the land; we left the land; we left the land. We marched away a 
happy band no longer slaves in Egypt. 
 
(Act like you are walking between walls of water) 
This is the way we crossed the sea; we crossed the sea; we crossed the sea. We 
praised our God, who set us free, no longer slaves in Egypt. 
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THE CUP OF THE PLAGUES 
 
Reader: Moses left the wilderness to return to pharaoh's palace. He returned with the 
message that the Lord had given him. Even so, God Himself warned Moses that he 
would face resistance. 
 
All Read: "But I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go unless a mighty hand 
compels him. So, I will stretch out my hand and strike the Egyptians with all the 
wonders that I will perform among them. After that, he will let you go." (Ex 3:19-20 NIV) 
 
Reader: God sent plagues one by one. Yet, with each plague, pharaoh's heart was 
hardened. The Lord brought plagues from flies to boils and all of Egypt was in turmoil 
because of them. Everything that the Egyptians worshipped was shown to be under 
God's authority. 
 
Reader: God even sent millions of frogs to show His power over their frog goddess Heqt 
(pronounced Hecket). Since frogs were sacred, they could not be killed. The Egyptians 
were plagued with more frogs that they could deal with. We will now sing a song and 
do an activity about this plague of frogs. 
 
 
(Everyone sings this song together.  The song is to the tune “Yankee Doodle.”      If you 
have colored in Pharaoh and made the origami frogs, now is the time to throw them at 
Pharaoh)  
 
One morning when pharaoh awoke, awoke up on his bed, Frogs were jumping 
everywhere, even on his head. 
 
Frogs were here and frogs were there Frogs more frogs were everywhere 
Oh, it really caused a scare when God sent frogs to Egypt 
 
Frogs were in his ears and eyes and frogs were in his nose 
When pharaoh, he took off his shoes, frogs were between his toes 
 
Frogs were here and fogs were there Frogs more frogs were everywhere 
Oh, it really caused a scare when God sent frogs to Egypt 
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Reader: The Egyptians were afflicted with discomfort and disease as plague after 
plague came upon them because of the hardness of pharaoh's heart. 
God was proving His power and authority over all the Egyptian gods and goddesses. 
Each plague proved God's power over a different Egyptian deity. Pharaoh's heart 
remained hard until the last and most terrible plague had come upon them, the 
plague of the first born. (See Appendix C if you would like to see which god was 
defeated by each plague) 
 
All Read: "On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn - 
both men and animals - and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the 
LORD. (Ex 12:12 NIV) 
 
Reader: Let us fill our cups a second time. (Everyone fills their cups as the reader 
continues. Do not drink from the cup at this time) A full cup is the symbol of joy and 
once again we are filled with joy as we remember God's mighty deliverance of His 
people. But, let us also remember the great cost at which it came. Lives were lost and 
God’s deliverance for some brought mourning for others. 
 
Reader: As we recount each plague, let us dip a little finger into the cups, allowing a 
drop of liquid to fall, reducing our cup of joy. Let us remember the cost of our freedom. 
 
All Read: (Allow one drop to fall on your plate as each plague is recited.) Blood! Frogs! 
Lice! Flies! Beasts! Boils! Hail! Locusts! Darkness! Slaying of the first born! 
 
 

THE PASSOVER LAMB 
 
Reader: So far, we have eaten the Matzah which reminds of the haste in which the 
children of Israel fled Egypt. It also reminds us of Jesus, whose body was pierced and 
striped for our healing and for the forgiveness of sins. We have also tasted the bitter 
herbs to remind of the bitterness of slavery in Egypt and our former slavery to sin. 
 
Reader: (Lifting the shank bone) This roasted shank bone represents the lamb whose 
blood marked the houses of the Hebrews. It was a sign so the angel of death would 
pass over. We know that Jesus is the Lamb of God whose blood covers the doorposts 
of our hearts so death can pass by us as well. 
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Reader: We are reminded that it was the Lord Himself who redeemed the children of 
Israel from slavery. "So, the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and 
outstretched arm, with terror and miraculous signs and wonders." Let us also remember 
that it was the blood of Jesus that redeemed us from our slavery to sin. 
 
Reader: Since the temple in Jerusalem no longer stands and since there is no longer 
any sacrifice, lamb is not always eaten on Passover anymore. The shank bone remains 
on the Seder plate to remind us of the sacrificial lamb and of Jesus, the Lamb of God. 
 
Reader: (Lifting the egg) A Roasted egg has also been added to the Seder plate. It is 
called a khagigah which means a special holiday offering. Eggs can represent many 
things. First, it can represent birth since new life is birthed from an egg. Because of this, 
we remember the Hebrew midwives who refused to obey pharaoh's orders that all the 
baby boys be drowned in the Nile.  Second, we can also think of the new birth we 
have in Jesus.  Through faith in Him we are born again and experience a new life in 
Him.  Lastly, the egg can represent eternal life because of its unending shape, so we 
remember the eternal life we have through faith in Jesus. 
 
All Read: Thank you Lord for the new birth and eternal life that we have through  
Messiah Jesus! 
 
Play “I am leaving Egypt” Game: 
Play game by saying "I am leaving Egypt and I am taking with me a ___" Each person 
must give an answer according to the letters of the alphabet. The first person starts 
with "a", the next person's item must begin with "b" and so on. If the game is with older 
children each person must give all the previous answers and then give their own. If it is 
mainly younger children just have each person go to the next letter. 
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DAYENU (IT WOULD HAVE BEEN ENOUGH) 
 
Reader: We serve a holy, good, and merciful God. For each of His acts of mercy and 
kindness we declare "Dayenu" (pronounced DIE-AY- NEW) or "It would have been 
enough". This song has been sung in Hebrew for many, many Passovers. This version has 
been "Americanized" so we can more easily participate. (The "Dayenu" chorus is sung 
to the tune of BINGO and goes "Dayenu, Dayenu, Dayenu, it would have been 
enough. Hey!!" If the children have made tambourines they can get up and dance to 
the song with the tambourines. Noise makers or clapping works just as well.) 
 
Reader: If the Lord had merely rescued us but had not brought judgment on the 
Egyptians. 
 
(All sing Dayenu chorus) 
 
Same as Reader Above (and all the Dayenu song): If He had only destroyed their gods 
but had not parted the Red Sea. 
 
(All sing Dayenu chorus) 
 
Same Reader: If He had only led us through the desert but had not provided us rest. 
 
(All sing Dayenu chorus) 
 
Same Reader: If He had only freed us but not provided for all our needs along the way. 
 
(All sing Dayenu chorus) 
 
Same Reader: If He only had taken our sins on the cross but had not provided for our 
healing as well. 
 
(All sing Dayenu chorus) 
 
Same Reader: If only He had come once and not promised to come again. 
 
(All sing Dayenu chorus) 
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All Read: Blessed are you O lord our God, for you have in mercy supplied all our needs. 
You have given us Jesus the Messiah, forgiveness of sins, and life abundant and 
everlasting.  
 
(Drink the second cup of wine with a toast of "Dayenu") 
 
 

THE PASSOVER MEAL 
 

(Have the host give thanks before enjoying your Passover meal. Make sure dessert is 
served before the afikomen as this should be the last thing eaten. Begin reading again 
after dessert.) 
 
 

THE AFIKOMEN 
 

(Before reading begins again the children are directed to search for the afikomen and 
to return it for a reward) 
 
Reader: It is time for us to share the afikomen, the final food eaten at a Passover Seder. 
It is said that the taste should linger in our mouths and be savored as the blessing that it 
is. 
 
Reader: Jesus broke the bread and gave thanks to the Lord.  
 
(Everyone breaks off a piece of the afikomen but does not eat it) 
 
All Read: Blessed are you, 0 Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, who brings forth bread 
from the earth. The afikomen has returned, we welcome “The Coming One” back to 
our Seder. Thank you for this Matzah we are about to share. 
 
Reader: It was then, during this part of the last supper that Jesus added these words, 
"This is my body given for you, do this I remembrance of Me." (Luke 29:19) Let us now 
eat the Matzah, thinking about the broken body of the Lamb of God, Jesus, who takes 
away the sin of the world. Allow the taste to linger in your mouth.  
 
(All eat a piece of the Afikomen) 
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THE CUP OF REDEMPTION 
 
Reader: Let us fill our cups for the third time this evening. (Fill cups, and then lift them 
up.) This is the cup of redemption symbolizing the blood of the Passover lamb. It was 
the cup after the supper, the cup that Christ identified with Himself. 
 
Reader: Humanity could do nothing to save itself, so His own arm worked salvation for 
Him. The prophet Isaiah said, "Surely the arm of the Lord is not too short to save." (Isaiah 
59: I) Jesus stretched out His arms upon the cross and paid the price for our salvation. 
 
Reader: Jesus lifted the cup saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is 
poured out for you." (Luke 22:20 NIV) In the Old Testament times most covenants were 
completed with the shedding of blood. This was done through the sacrificing of 
animals. Animals were often sacrificed to atone for sin. Jesus was saying "I will be your 
sacrificial offering for a new covenant and for the forgiveness of your sin." 
 
Reader: Just as the blood of the lamb brought salvation in Egypt, Jesus’ atoning death 
on the cross brings salvation to all who believe. At the time of the crucifixion, Passover 
lambs were being inspected in Jerusalem to make sure they were spotless and without 
blemish so they could be used for the Passover sacrifices. At the same time, Jesus was 
told by Pilate that he had found no basis for the charges against Him. Jesus was the 
perfect Passover sacrifice. As the lambs were sacrificed, at the exact same time, the 
sinless Son of God was crucified on a tree. Jesus is our Passover lamb and His blood still 
saves from the death angel! 
 
All Read: Blessed are You, 0 Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, who creates the fruit 
of the vine.  Thank you, Lord, for this cup of redemption. Let us all gratefully drink and 
remember all that You have provided for us!  
 
(Everyone drinks their cup) 
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THE PROPHET ELIJAH 
 
Reader: This is the time to look for the prophet Elijah who was to come before the 
promised Messiah. Elijah was taken up to heaven in a whirlwind never seeing death. 
There is a prophecy that says Elijah will return to earth before the Messiah comes. We 
open the door and have a glass of wine poured so that if he were to return, he would 
be welcomed. 
 
(Each person pours a little bit from their glass into the cup of Elijah) 
 
Reader: This act symbolizes how we must act together to bring about the Lord's 
second coming. (Whoever is closest to the cup of Elijah lifts it up) This cup is for Elijah 
the prophet. At this time the children should go open the door to see if Elijah will come 
to our Seder.  
 
(Children go open the door to see if Elijah is there) 
 
All Read: "See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and dreadful day of 
the LORD comes. He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts 
of the children to their fathers; or else I will come and strike the land with a 
curse."(Malachi 4:5 NIV) 
 
Reader: Before the birth of John the Baptist an angel of the Lord said "And he will go 
on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to 
their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous -to make ready a 
people prepared for the Lord."  (Luke 1:17 NIV) Later Jesus spoke of John saying, "And 
if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah who was to come." (Mt 11:14 NIV) 
 
Reader: It was this same John that saw Jesus and declared "Look, the Lamb of God, 
who takes away the sin of the world!"(John 1:29 NIV) Now let us say together the 
traditional welcome of Elijah. 
 
All Read: May the prophet Elijah come soon in our time, with Messiah, son of David. 
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THE CUP OF PRAISE 
 
(The same reader reads all the parts. This is Psalm 136:1-16, 23-26 NIV) 
 
Reader: Let us fill our cups for the fourth and final time and give thanks to God, Our 
Great Redeemer.  
 
Reader: Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good. 
 
All Read: His love endures forever.  
 
Reader: Give thanks to the God of gods.  
 
All Read: His love endures forever. 
 
Reader: Give thanks to the Lord of lords: 
 
All Read: His love endures forever. 
 
Reader: To him who alone does great wonders, 
 
All Read: His love endures forever. 
 
Reader: Who by his understanding made the heavens, 
 
All Read: His love endures forever. 
 
Reader: Who spread out the earth upon the waters, 
 
All Read: His love endures forever.  
 
Reader: Who made the great lights,  
 
All Read: His love endures forever.  
 
Reader: The sun to govern the day 
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All Read: His love endures forever. 
 
Reader: The moon and stars to govern the night; 
 
All Read: His love endures forever. 
 
Reader: To him who struck down the firstborn of Egypt 
 
All Read: His love endures forever. 
 
Reader: And brought Israel out from among them 
 
All Read: His love endures forever. 
 
Reader: With a mighty hand and outstretched arm; 
 
All Read: His love endures forever. 
 
Reader: To him who divided the Red Sea asunder 
 
All Read: His love endures forever. 
 
Reader: And brought Israel through the midst of it, 
 
All Read: His love endures forever. 
 
Reader: But swept Pharaoh and his army into the Red Sea; 
 
All Read: His love endures forever. 
 
Reader: To him who led his people through the desert, 
 
All Read: His love endures forever. 
 
Reader: To the One who remembered us in our low estate 
 
All Read: His love endures forever. 
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Reader: And freed us from our enemies, 
 
All Read: His love endures forever. 
 
Reader: And who gives food to every creature. 
 
All Read: His love endures forever.  
 
Reader: Give thanks to the God of heaven.  
 
All Read: His love endures forever. 
 
(Resume alternating readers) 
 
Reader: (Lifting his cup) Let us lift our cups and bless the name of the Lord. 
 
All Read: Blessed are You, 0 lord our God, Ruler of the universe, who creates the fruit of 
the vine. Lord we thank you for this final cup of the Seder. 
 
Reader: Our Passover Seder is now complete, just as our redemption is forever 
complete in Jesus, our Messiah. We know that Passover is one of the feasts that will be 
celebrated after the second coming of Christ, so let us conclude our Seder with the 
traditional wish that we may celebrate the Passover next year in Jerusalem, with Jesus, 
after His return. 
 
All Read: Next year in Jerusalem with our Lord Jesus!  
 
(Drink the final cup) 
 
 

THE PASSOVER SEDER IS NOW COMPLETE 
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APPENDIXES 
 
APPENDIX A: GLOSSARY OF TERMS 
 
Afikomen - a piece of matzah broken off from the center of one of three matzah set 
before the leader of the Seder. It is hidden by the leader and later searched for by the 
children with the finder receiving a reward. 
Symbolically, the middle matzah represents Jesus, the middle figure in the trinity, who is 
broken, hidden in the tomb for a short time, and later reappears to us as our great 
reward! 
 
Cup of Redemption - cup that is shared during the Passover Seder representing Israel's 
deliverance from bondage in Egypt. It also represents our redemption in Jesus. 
 
Dayenu - "It would have been enough". It is an ancient Hebrew song traditionally sung 
during the Seder. 
 
Elijah - Powerful prophet from the Old Testament. Micah prophesied Elijah would return 
before the Great Day of the Lord. Jesus explained that John the Baptist was "the 
Elijah". A place setting is traditionally set for him at the Seder meal in expectation of his 
appearance before the Messiah comes. 
 
Four Questions - Traditionally there are four questions that are asked by the youngest 
person at the Seder and answered by the leader. They explain why different elements 
are included in the Passover celebration. 
 
Haggadah - a book containing the liturgy for the Seder service for the Biblical feast of 
PassoverHeqt- an Egyptian goddess represented by a frog. God showed his power 
over this goddess through the plague of frogs. 
 
Khagigah - the name given to the egg on the Seder plate. It means a "festival 
sacrifice" in Hebrew. Normally a khagigah of a lamb was offered in Jerusalem. At the 
same time Jesus, the Lamb of God, was being crucified the khagigah was being 
offered in the temple. Now since there is no longer a temple or sacrifice the offering in 
represented by the egg. The egg symbolically also represents eternal life, the 
midwives, and new birth. 
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Kharoset (or charoset) - a mixture of apples, nuts, and wine traditionally served at 
Passover. It represents the mortar used in the bricks that the Hebrews made when they 
were slaves in Egypt.   
 
Matzah - unleavened bread used for Passover and other occasions including 
communion. The lack of leaven represents being sinless as Jesus is the "Bread of Life". 
 
Messiah - means "anointed one". The term could be used to apply to a king or a priest 
since they are anointed with holy oil, but ultimately the term points to the one who 
would save God's people from their oppressors, Jesus. The Christian term for Messiah is 
Christ. It is the Greek term that was used to represent the Jewish concept of Messiah. 
 
Passover - the Biblical feast ordered by God that commemorates God's power in 
releasing His people from slavery in Egypt. God demonstrated His power with plague 
after plague, yet pharaoh still would not let the Hebrew slaves go. Finally, with the last 
and most terrible plague, the death angel killed the firstborn of all the Egyptians while 
it passed over the Hebrew's homes that had blood of a lamb placed over the 
doorpost. This feast was meant to point to how Jesus would be the ultimate Passover 
lamb. This feast was to be celebrated yearly in the spring and will be celebrated in the 
millennial reign of Christ. 
 
Seder - means "order or arrangement". It is a ritual feast that marks the beginning of 
the Passover holiday and the feast of unleavened bread. 
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APPENDIX B: KHAROSET RECIPE 
 
 

Kharoset  
 

Serves about 10-12 with some for eating with the meal 
 
Ingredients 

• 6 apples - peeled, cored and chopped 
• 1 cup finely chopped walnuts (optional) 
• 1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon 
• 1 teaspoon white sugar 
• 3 1/2 teaspoons honey 
• 1/3 cup sweet red wine or grape juice 

 
Directions 
Place the apples and walnuts if using them, into a large bowl. Mix the cinnamon and 
sugar, sprinkle over the apples. Stir in the honey and sweet wine. Serve immediately or 
refrigerate until serving. 
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APPENDIX C: EGYPTIAN GODS DEFEATED BY GOD WITH THE PLAGUES 
 
 

Egyptian gods or targets of the plagues from Exodus 
Information taken from highland.hitcho.com.au/plaguesongods PDF 

 
Plague Enemy/god the God defeated 

1. The Nile turned to blood The Nile was worshipped as the giver of life 
2. Frogs Heat – Fertility goddess 
3. Lice Seth – the god of the eart 

4. Flies 
Beelzebub - the lord of the flies.  Egyptians believed 
flies were the “ears” of the god 

5. Livestock killed Apis – the sacred bull 

6. Boils 
The medical magicians believed boils were punishment 
for sin 

7. Hail The weather magicians 

8. Locusts 
The agricultural magicians believed they had control 
over the crops and what happened to those crops 

9. Darkness 
Amen/Re – believed to be the most powerful god and 
was god of the sun.  Pharaoh was supposedly his son 

10. Death of the Firstborn 

The firstborn was dedicated to God (or gods) and was 
considered favored.  The first born represented the 
excellence of man 
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APPENDIX D: DIAGRAM OF A SEDER PLATE 
 
 

Roasted Egg 
Khagigah 

Lamb Shank  
Bone 

Kharoset 

Parsley 

Bitter herbs/ 
horseradish Salt Water 


